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For Release in Europe, Africa and the Middle East: 30 June 2009

650 Kilometres of Goby Desert with Cat® 785C Mining Trucks

Early March, two giant Cat 785C mining trucks reached the boarder of Mongolia after having travelled through the United States, Pacific Ocean and China. This journey of thousands of kilometres has little of an exception. It was the last 650 kilometres that made the delivery of these trucks to the Ukhaakhudag coal mining project site near Tavan Tolgoi in Mongolia so special: driving across the wilds of Goby desert.

Upon arrival to Zamyn-Uud, the primary rail and road border crossing between Mongolia and China, Wagner Asia, the Caterpillar® dealer in Mongolia, assembled the trucks and started the ride to the Ukhaakhudag mines.

“We drove across the Goby desert, there’s nothing out there but bare wilderness. There was no other way to deliver these trucks to the mine. It took us in total 48 hours, and we actually camped in a tent the night between the departure and arrival,” says Battur, the Sales Director at Wagner Asia. But he also says it was not for the personnel of Wagner Asia that this adventure was the most unforgettable: “At one point we drove past a camp of herders. A man came out of one of the Gers - a traditional dwelling of the nomads - and you could tell he was really astonished and even a bit frightened by the massive machines driving by. It’s not everyday you see a 250-tonne mining truck at your backyard!”

A month later three other trucks followed the first two and more will follow by the end of 2009. The gigantic 785C mining truck has an operating weight of 102 tonnes. It is more than 11 metres long, 5 metres tall and 6 metres wide.

Ukhaakhudag is owned by Energy Resources, Inc., a Mongolian company, that recently signed an operating agreement with Leighton Mining Contractors.

About Caterpillar

For more than 80 years, Caterpillar Inc. has been building the world’s infrastructure and, in partnership with its worldwide dealer network, is driving positive and sustainable change on every continent. With 2008 sales and revenues of $51.324 billion, Caterpillar is a technology leader and the world’s leading manufacturer of construction and mining equipment, diesel and natural gas engines and industrial gas turbines. More information is available at www.cat.com.

CAT, CATERPILLAR, their respective logos, “Caterpillar Yellow” and the POWER EDGE trade dress, as well as corporate and product identity used herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission.  
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